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Meeting of International Representatives at the 125"
Annual Meeting of the Geological Society of Japan (JGS)
Date/Time: 6 September 2018, 13:00-15:00

Place: Institute for the Advancement of Higher Education,
Hokkaido University

Attendees: Simon R. WALLIS (Chair, Director for JGS
International Relations), Michiko YAJIMA (Organizer for JSG
125 Anniversary Celebrations), Hiroki MATSUDA (President,
JGS), Kazuo AMANO (Director, JGS), Yukio ISOZAKI
(Director, JGS), Kazuhiko SASAKI (Vice President, JGS), J.
Bruce H. SHYU (Director, Geological Society Located in
Taipei), Xinling WANG (Guest), Daiji HIRATA (Vice
President, JGS), Hugh TORRENS (Representative, Geological
Society of London), Shirley TORRENS (Guest), Munkhjargal
TODBILEG (Executive Director, Geological Society of
Mongolia), Millard (Mike) COFFIN (2018 JGS International
Prize Winner), Yuong-Nam LEE (Vice President, Geological
Society of Korea), Byung-Gon CHAE (Representative,
Geological Society of Korea)
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Absentees: Montri CHOOWONG (Representative, Geological
Society of Thailand) (flight cancelled)

The chair summarized international activities of JGS
including the two symposia organized with GSL on the
subject of Tsunami Geology, the two resulting publications
and the publication of the Geology of Japan, published and
distributed by GSL. Copies of the Geology of Japan were
presented to the society representatives as a memento of
their visit. The JGS also has a long history of exchange with
the Geological Society of Korea and there have been several
joint field trips. Exchange with other Societies has a shorter
history and has focused on leaderships visits to annual
meetings. The chair then outlined the purpose of the meeting
as a semi-formal format to discuss how best to expand the
international activities of the geological Societies represented
at the meeting, to the benefit of the Societies and the
geological sciences in general. The following ideas were
explored.

1) Exchange of Information

There was consensus that there is a need for greater
information about the partner Societies. The following
information would be particularly useful: names of the
presidents, vice presidents and society directors; contact
details for international representatives; dates of annual
meetings and other events; lists of prize winners with
mention of type of contribution and perhaps lists of major on-
going research projects. This information should be provided
in English and be regularly updated. The best place would be
on the society website. To ensure that regularly updated
information is exchanged, a list of directors and contact
details could also be included in New Year’ s greetings.

2) Field Trip Participation

Field trips are organized on a regular basis as part of
meetings in partner countries. To increase exchange of
Society members it may be possible to offer places on these
field trips for members of partner Societies. Several society
representatives thought establishing a limited number of
travel scholarships for students should be considered. There
was general support for encouraging field trip participation
by high school teachers of geoscience/geology. For
international participation, field trip material would have to
be provided in English.

3) Sponsorship

Sponsorship to support exchange activities could be sought
through companies and charitable organizations. Shell and the
Schmidt Foundations were mentioned. Training courses for
industry could be an additional source of revenue. An
example of suitable content would be techniques required for
trenching of faults. Alumni could also be encouraged to
contribute.

4) Meetings

International symposia for international students held in
English, perhaps with alteration between Korea, Taiwan,
Japan and Mongolia. Prizes such as an iPhone are awarded
for the best student presentations at meetings held in
Taiwan. This could be an incentive for students to participate.
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A travel grant to attend a partner meeting could be
considered as an additional prize. Discounted attendance at
meetings for international students could also be considered.

5) Student communications
Setting up a Facebook page and use of other social media
would help develop interactions between students.

6) Other points

There are clear geological similarities between present day
Taiwan and Japan and the connections between the Korean
peninsula and the Japanese archipelago are an essential part
of understanding the geological evolution of the east Asian
margin. On the continental scale, Mongolia is located within
the Central Asian Orogenic belt key to understanding the
geological development of Asia as a whole. These geological
links form the basis for productive academic exchange. One
way to exploit this potential would be to arrange joint
sessions at meetings.

The meeting closed with a general discussion about earth
science in different regions and countries of the world with

emphasis on the declining emphasis on geosciences in high
school education. There was consensus about the importance
of young early career researchers being given opportunities
to expand their horizons. With a typhoon and earthquake
interrupting the rest of the meeting in Sapporo, the
importance of geoscience was very clear. This contrasts with
the relatively minor attention given to geosciences at middle
and high schools. The entrance exam system for universities
was also highlighted as one problem: the relatively low
importance given to achievements in geosciences as a
university entry qualification. Geoscience Olympics are an
attractive activity and many excellent students enter the
competition. However, many of these students go on to study
medicine or some other non-geoscience subject at university.

Simon Wallis (12 Sept. 2018)

Post meeting additional comments

Proposal for possible joint activities

- Photo contest of nature, geological processes, rocks and
minerals

- Joint exhibitions perhaps using university museums
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