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Declaration concerning the recent large-scale natural disasters in Asia

May 25th, 2008
The 115th General Meeting of The Geological Society of Japan

During the past weeks, we have seen widespread devastation brought by the forces of
nature; first the Myanmar cyclone, which was closely followed by the large earthquake in
Sichuan Province, China. Recognizing the severity of these events, participants of the 115"

Annual General Meeting of the Geological Society of Japan make the following declaration.

1. The Geological Society of Japan mourns the great loss of life that these disasters have
brought. Our thoughts are with all the victims, and we fervently hope that the areas

affected by this unprecedented devastation will make a speedy recovery.

2. Seeing the extent of this unprecedented combination of disasters, we are all painfully
reminded of the enormous power of nature. To mitigate the effects of natural disasters,
there is a need to increase our scientific understanding of the causes of these events. The
Geological Society of Japan recognizes the need to further promote research in related
fields.

3. The recent natural disasters show the importance of international collaboration, in
particular with neighboring Asian countries. In cooperation with numerous institutions
and societies both domestic and foreign, the Geological Society of Japan is developing the
necessary organizational structures to promote more effective ways to respond to these

needs including field work.

4. To help with the promotion of research and to ensure that society as a whole makes use
of these results, the Geological Society of Japan undertakes to increase its efforts to improve

both dissemination of research results and general geo-science literacy.

5. Japan is the focus for a large amount of the world’s volcanic and earthquake activity,
and has suffered from the effects of these processes on numerous occasions. Many
geologist colleagues have carried out research into these phenomena and contributed to
disaster mitigation. The Geological Society of Japan affirms its resolve to continue
working towards a better understanding of the processes that cause natural disasters

and to mitigate their effects.



