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May 20, 2008

To Dr. Sun Wensheng
President of the Geological Society of China

Dear Dr. Sun Wensheng

On behalf of the Geological Society of Japan, I express my deepest sympathy
for the victims and sufferers of the catastrophic earthquake that occurred on
May 12, 2008.

Japanese geologists have been anxiously watching television and internet
news about the earthquake devastation in Sichuan Province. We are shocked
by the scenes of destruction and recall the 1995 Kobe earthquake. That time
we received much welcome support and great encouragement from
international scientific communities of many countries including China.

In return, as geologists of a neighboring country, we would like to do
whatever we can to assist you in this difficult time. We are also thinking that
the lessons learnt and knowledge gained from our experiences of the Kobe
earthquake might be useful for Chinese people, in particular from the
viewpoints of the contribution that the Earth science community can make.

Our two societies have been exchanging journals and published materials for
a long time. I greatly appreciate your continuing efforts to promote this
exchanging system. I am eager to further strengthen the mutual
relationships between our societies.

With very best regards
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Gaku Kimura [t )
President, the Geological Soeiefty_'gdf Japan
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